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Heroic Woman 

 She is quite brave and she doesn’t seem to 
be afraid, of the wolf, laughing as she tore 
of his shirt and “flung it into the fire,” she 
shows control and exerts her power, she 
refuses to be objectified and as a sex 
object. She becomes an active partner in 
their consummation.  

 The young girl is the anti-thesis of her 
pious grandma, she is saved by the 
teachings of the ‘old wives tales’, whilst 
the bible and her piety are unable to 
protect the Grandma from her death. 
Furthermore, the final line the Grandma 
speaks in the narrative is “His genitals, 
huge. Ah! Huge.” Carter uses dark 
comedy to degrade the Grandma, not only 
didn’t her bible save her but it didn’t 
prevent her from dying a very humiliating 
death. 
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Virginity 
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 There are constant references made 
about the heroine’s virginity:  

 Her virginity is dangerous because it 
makes her a victim. Instead, the girl 
seeks to explore her sexuality she does 
not sacrifice herself, she becomes the 
agent in the story by offering her 
“flesh”, she refuses to be objectified 
because “she knew she was nobody’s 
meat”.   



The Big Bad Wolf 

 The wolf is the antagonist in the ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood’ tale.  

 The story begins with a dark and uncanny 
description of the wolves, “the eyes of the 
wolves shine like candle flames”, the 
wolves are both dangerous but attractive 
and alluring.  

 In this story the men are villains, they 
prey on the innocence and virtue of young 
women. “She knew the worst wolves are 
hairy on the inside”, there heroine sees 
men as possessing a malicious attitude 
towards women and their bodies that is 
damaging, whilst the beastly wolves have 
a ferocious masculine sexuality which 
allows women to explore and experiment 
with their sexuality. Rather than be 
repressed.  
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It’s Alive 

 The forest is an elaborate and predatory 
setting.  It is gothic in the sense that it is a 
very shadowy setting, where there are 
many secrets. 

 Carter describes how “the forest closed 
upon her like a pair of jaws”, the forest 
setting becomes a alive, and perhaps a 
metaphor for the predatory patriarchal 
society. The young women must stay on 
the path, and out of the shadows, perhaps 
the shadows then becomes a metaphor for 
what lies beyond the boundaries, the 
forbidden aspects of life.  Only though 
trangressing can she explore her sexuality 
and her relationship with the wolf. 
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Transgression 

 Carter ends the narrative with the heroine 
having sex with the wolf, to the sound of 
her Grandma’s bones. 

 This image is certainly transgressive but 
important to the narrative, although the 
heroine and her grandmother are 
opposites, they do not harbour ill feelings 
towards each other like the women in the 
“Snow Child”, instead this image evokes a 
sense of liberation and progress. The 
heroine has escaped the patriarchal 
system which has been forced upon 
women by men, and by women such as 
the Grandma. The heroine is the modern 
woman, paving a path of change.   
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Key Quotes 
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 “the eyes of wolves shine 
like candle flames” 

 “it is winter and cold 
weather” 

 “you are always in danger in 
the forest” 

 “she is an unbroken egg” 

 “her father might forbid 
her” 

 “the forest shut on her like a 
pair of jaws” 

 “she has her bible for 
company, she is a pious old 
woman” 

 “his genitals, huge. Ah! 
Huge” 

 “The girl burst out laughing; 
she knew she was nobody’s 
meat” 

 “she has her knife and she is 
afraid of nothing” 

 

 


