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Conventional, but shocking 
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 The “Snow Child” is the shortest and 
arguably the most shocking of all the 
stories in the collection.  

 At the same time, the story’s structure is 
very similar to that of a conventional 
fairytale, it has a doubly tripartite 
structure, the girl is created from the 
Count’s three wishes and dies upon the 
Countess’ third requests. 

 The story employs lists of threes, which is 
a traditional fairytale convention.  The 
tale starts with a list of three “Midwinter, 
invincible, immaculate”, the child dies in 
three actions “bleeds; screams; falls”. The 
Count commits three transgressions: 
incest, paedophilia and necrophilia. 

 

 

 



Re-telling and roles 

 This short story is loosely based on “Snow 
White”, however it is interesting that 
Carter reverses the roles in the narrative. 

 In Carter’s tale it is the father not the 
mother that wishes for a child, “I wish I 
had a girl”, Carter may be commenting on 
the treatment of women, the father speaks 
in the language of possession objectifying 
the child, the girl belongs to him and no 
one else.  

 In wishing for the girl the Count creates 
her, perhaps Carter may be highlighting 
how men have taken full control of 
women and of their sexuality. A child will 
be born when he wants.  
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Countess: 
Is she a bitch? 

 The Countess’ first thought when she sees the 
girl, was ‘how shall [the Countess] be rid of 
her?” 

 Well, she does have a point, this young child 
is clearly 

 The Countess in many readers’ eyes is the 
villain, but she does not kill the child, the 
Count is the one who murders and then goes 
on to rape the child, and even his “weeping” 
does not make that any less shocking. 

 However, she does set up a rivalry with the 
child that she needn’t have. In wanting to get 
rid of her, the Countess plays into the hands 
of patriarchy she must win back the affections 
of the Count by disempowering another 
woman. Beauty is seen as a woman’s only tool 
in the patriarchal world and therefore she 
feels threatened by the younger and prettier 
girl.  
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The Count’s Act 
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 The Count’s act is possibly the single most 
shocking moment in Carter’s collection.  

 The Count invades the girl’s body, his 
invasion is both unexpected and powerful, 
the word ‘thrust’ implies a sense of force, it is 
as if he is trying to resuscitate her.  The sex is 
nothing passionate “he was soon finished”. 

 Although the child is dead, before he commits 
his heinous act, the corpse will remain until 
he is done with it. The girl can serve the same 
purpose as whether dead or alive because, it 
is her body that the Count wants. Once the 
child has served her purpose as a sex object 
she melts away because she is no longer 
needed.  

 Carter pokes fun at the Count because “he 
was soon finished”.  

 



Gender roles 

 Does Carter attack the gender constructions of men as 
well as women in “The Snow Child”? 

 Well possibly, perhaps Carter is critical of what we 
consider masculine as well as what we consider to be 
feminine.  

 “Weeping, the Count got of his horse, unfastened his 
breeches and thrust his virile member into the dead 
girl”  The word ‘weeping’ may suggest an unwillingness, 
however as male the Count is expected to show physical 
attraction towards the younger and prettier female.  

 However, it is just as possible to argue that his weeping 
is actually the result of having his fantasy killed, he 
attempts desperately to live it but it simply melts away.  

 Carter’s use of proxemics is interesting because the 
Countess reigns in her ‘stamping mare’ and the Count 
is copulating with a corpse on the floor. The Countess is 
presented as a woman that can control herself, looking 
down at the desperate Count on the floor, and Carter 
further humiliates the Count by revealing that “he was 
soon finished.” 
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Every rose has it’s thorns 

 The rose that ‘bites’ is an ambiguous 
symbol in the tale, it may suggest that 
the child and the Countess are both 
hurt by  

 The rose may have sexual connotations 
also and resolves the battle between 
the child and the Countess. Perhaps, 
the Countess ins because she has 
passed puberty and is aware of her 
own sexual identity, whilst the child is 
passive to the Count’s sexually 
predatory advances.  
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Key Quotes 
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 Midwinter, invincible, 
immaculate’ 

 “Black”, “Scarlett”, “white” 

 “This hole is filled with 
blood” 

 “She was the child of his 
desire” 

 “the Countess hated her” 

 “How shall I be rid of her?” 

 “The Count felt sorry for his 
wife” 

 “bleeds; screams; falls” 

 “Weeping, the Count got of 
his horse ... and thrust his 
virile member into the dead 
girl” 

 “The Countess reined in her 
stamping mare and watched 
him narrowly” 

 “He was soon finished” 

 “It bites” 

 

 Critical Quotes: 
 Countess: "a female 

aristocratic voyeur“ OZUM 

 The death of the Snow Child 
is not the "killing of 
women,“ but the killing "of 
masculine representations.“ 
OZUM  


